
  

For more information:  
 
Call: 
 
In RI: URI MGA Hotline 
     1-800-448-1011 
Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 
 
In MA and CT: 401-874-2900 
 
Outside New England please 
contact Cooperative Extension in 
your county. 
 
Websites: 
 
URI Master Gardener Association 
     www.urimga.org 
 
CELS Outreach Center 
     www.uri.edu/cels/ceo 

3 East Alumni Avenue 
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881 

URI COLLEGE OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND LIFE 

SCIENCES (CELS) OUTREACH 
CENTER 

Organization 

PESTICIDES ARE POISONOUS!! Read and follow all safety precautions on labels. Handle carefully and store in original containers out of reach of 
children, pets, or livestock. Dispose of empty containers immediately, in a safe manner and place. Pesticides should never be stored with foods or 

in areas where people eat. 
 

When trade names are used for identification, no product endorsement is implied, nor is discrimination intended against similar materials. Be 
sure that the pesticide that you wish to use is registered in the state of use. 

 
The user of this information assumes all risk for personal injury or property damage. 

 
For more information call: URI Master Gardener Hotline (in RI) 1-800-448-1011, CELS Outreach Center (in MA and CT) 401-874-2900 or visit 

the URI Master Gardener Website at www.urimga.org   Outside New England please contact Cooperative Extension in your county. 
 

Rhode Island Coperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. 
 

Note: The Hotline is open Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. from March 1 to November 1. 

 
BOXELDER BUG 

Adult boxelder bugs are black, flat-backed, elongate, and narrow; about ½-inch 
long; and have three orange or red lengthwise stripes in the area right behind the head.  

 
Boxelder bugs feed primarily on the seed-bearing boxelder trees by sucking sap 

from the leaves, tender twigs, and developing seeds. They have occasionally been ob-
served feeding on ash, maple, plum, cherry, apple, peach, grape, and strawberries. How-
ever, boxelder bugs seldom develop in large enough numbers to become a nuisance. Ap-
parently, they do little actual feeding damage to boxelder trees. Outdoors, they can be 
found in large numbers on the sides of trees, buildings, and other structures. 

 
Boxelder bugs are primarily a nuisance because they enter homes and other 

buildings, often in large numbers, especially during the warm days of autumn, to seek 
sheltered sites for overwintering. Fortunately, they do not bite people and are essentially 
harmless to property. When abundant, they can stain walls, curtains, and other surfaces 
with their excrement. Occasionally some may seek moisture and may be found around 
houseplants, although they rarely attack them. In the few cases when they do feed, box-
elder bugs are very unlikely to injure indoor plants. 
 

Large populations are often correlated with long, hot, dry summers. During warm 
winter and spring days, they may become active, moving from their hiding places into 
living spaces. They are attracted to lights and can fly in open doors or windows. Screen all 
windows, doors, crawl spaces, exhaust and roof vents and louvers. Clusters of bugs may 
be killed by pouring boiling water on them. Be careful to avoid killing grass and other 
desirable plants with boiling water. 
 

The best management for boxelder bugs is prevention – take steps to keep them 
from moving indoors. This can be partly done through exclusion. Make any repairs by the 
end of August. Eliminate potential hiding places such as piles of boards, rocks, leaves, 
grass, and other debris close to the house. Rake leaves and grass away from the foundation 
in a 6- to 10-foot-wide strip, especially on the south and west sides of the structure. Be 
sure to caulk and close openings. 

 
Should boxelder tree removal be impractical, treat the young, exposed boxelder 

bug nymphs on the trees during spring and early summer to prevent potential large popu-
lations and indoor migrations in the autumn. Insecticidal soap can be used to kill congre-
grated boxelder bugs. Treating boxelder tree trunks with residual insecticides can kill mi-
grating insects.  
 
Adapted from: Ohio State University Extension, 1999; University of Minnnesota Extension, 2007  


